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SKYE’S INDUSTRIAL SCALE WIND TURBINES
Position Statement

[Name of Organisation/s]

Date: [     ] 


[Name of Organisation/s] agree that the principle of a net zero ambition for Scotland is important.  The Isle of Skye already significantly contributes to this strategy through the existing renewable projects on the island which supply the equivalent of around 55,000 households which is more than 10 times the households on the Isle of Skye, yet our islanders continue to pay some of the highest electricity costs in the UK and has the third highest rate of fuel poverty in Scotland. 

The Isle of Skye is a unique and beautiful environment; however, its natural resources are attractive to externally based commercial developers wishing to use these resources to generate profit for their shareholders.  [Name of organisation/s] would wish that any future renewable energy development on the Isle of Skye consider the fragility of the island’s environment, its economy and people with real tangible benefits being generated for the islands of Skye and Raasay and their residents. The ‘community benefit’ that the commercial developers are offering delivers extraordinarily little to the community and is little more than a tokenistic gesture.
 
The cumulative size of the industrial scale wind developments being planned for the Isle of Skye is beyond what the island can cope with and if all the present projects proceed, the island could be producing the equivalent wind power to supply almost 40% of Scottish households.  With around 150 turbines of a height of up to 200m planned or in scoping for Skye, which is double the height of the island’s existing turbines located near Edinbane, [name of organisation] believes that this will be detrimental to Skye’s environment and attractiveness and will significantly affect its tourism industry.  Furthermore, the wholly inadequate roads network on Skye will struggle to cope with up to 5 years of disruption whilst huge turbine parts are transported through the island during this mass scale development without any thought given to the crippling effect that this will have on islanders and businesses who use the roads network as a lifeline and an integral part of everyday life. 



[Name of organisation/s] call for a public inquiry by the Scottish Government to consider: 
·         The cumulative impact of the industrial scale turbine projects to be looked at as a whole and not as individual projects. 
·         Coordinated negotiations with external commercial developers to be carried out in a way that looks after the interests of Skye’s residents as whole rather than the piecemeal community consultation undertaken by each individual developer.  
·         Any future projects to be on a scale in keeping with Skye’s environment with turbines that are no taller than 100m and with a limit on the number of turbines. 
·         Why are Skye consumers required to pay a distribution fee to transport the energy produced on Skye to the main population centres? 
·         Delivery of direct benefits to Skye and Raasay’ s residents thorough lower electricity costs and a model of community owned electricity 
·         For any community benefit to be delivered in the form of 5% of turnover and accessible to the whole of Skye and Raasay  
·         The scale of SSEN’s reinforcement project considering the local needs of Skye and Raasay rather than externally generated demand by commercial developers to export electricity from Skye. 
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