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Welcome
Welcome to the Portree and Braes Community
Trust newsletter. This will be a space to provide
timely updates for members and non-members
on the projects and activities that the trust is
currently involved with. Please get in touch if
you have any feedback regarding the contents of
this issue – all feedback is welcome. I hope you
enjoy your read.
Fiona Thomson, Development Officer.

Trustee Shona Cameron and Community
Events Group Chair, Lorna Cormack hosting
the Bayfield consultation day in August in
Somerled Square.

Bayfield Group secure £88k from
Scottish Land Fund
Group Members: Duncan Brown, Dorothy Urquhart, Graham
Smith, Bill Edgar.
Since 2017 the Bayfield group has been working with the Highland
Council and the Portree Tennis and Squash Club to realise their
vision for an extended car park at Bayfield and a new tennis and
squash facility for Portree. In June the Trust, in partnership with the
Highland Council was awarded £300k from the Rural
Tourism Infrastructure Fund. This fund was created by the Scottish
Government to address infrastructure issues across Scotland in
response to increased tourism and Skye was well supported;
Portree was awarded funds to develop 84 new car parking spaces,
8 new camper-van spaces and camper-van waste disposal units in
the site of the old tennis and squash courts and similarly a new
parking facility at the Storr was supported. Community consultation
events were held regarding the proposed plans and the results are
now being collated. The Bayfield development is to be completed
by May 2020.
More recently, on 20th September, group members were delighted
to be awarded with £88,390 from the Scottish Land Fund to
purchase the Tennis and Squash Courts. This is the trusts first
award from this fund and the group are incredibly grateful for the
support shown for the project from Scottish Land Fund board and
advisor John MacDonald. Duncan Brown commented "After over
two years working on developing the project proposal for an
extended parking facility at Bayfield we are absolutely delighted that
the Scottish Land Fund have deemed it a worthy project and have
committed to supported the trust to purchase the land. Owning
the land and generating a secure, regular income through it's
operation as a car and motor-home parking facility will allow the
trust to reinvest into other community identified projects going
forward. We see this development as a vital first step in realizing
some long-standing ambitions held by the community of Portree
and Braes."

Storr 2 Slig 2019 Rescheduled
Unfortunately, due to the wet weather that was experienced at the
end of August the decision was taken to reschedule this year’s Storr
2 Slig sponsored walk to Saturday the 5th of October,at the slightly
earlier time of 8am. Apologies to those who are not available on this
new date. The trust hope that others will take the opportunity to join
us for what is sure to be a fun and challenging day outdoors
exploring the local landscape. There will be a prize for all those who
take part and a special prize for the person dressed the most
Christmassy!
Walkers
can
sign
up
online
here
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/storr-2-slig-tickets-61112124008 or by
calling Fiona on 07570652953. Please get in touch if you have any
questions or would like us to arrange transport for you. We woudl
also like to hear from you if you could lend a hand to marshall the
event.

Trust To Submit Application to
Scottish Land Fund in November
Since 2016 the trust has been working in partnership with Fearann
Eilean Iarmain estate to take four pieces of land within Portree into
community ownership; a plot of land at the Lump (See image - the
land within the red boundary minus the blue area), The King George
V Playing Fields (KG5), Sulaisiadar Common Grazing and 2 plots of
land at Bayfield. Pursuing ownership of all four pieces of land
simultaneously, however, has been challenging and taken longer
than expected. Keen to maintain momentum on this project, the trust
has agreed to submit an application to the Scottish Land Fund in
November with a request for funding to purchase the pockets of land
at Bayfield and the Lump. If negotiations regarding the purchase of
the KG5 are complete in this time frame the trust will include a
request for funds to purchase the playing fields also. The purchase
of Sulaisiadar Common Grazing has presented the most challenges
and has held up the application for some time. Trustees have agreed
that the best course of action is to postpone the purchase of the
common grazing for the time being and focus on progressing the
other opportunities for community land ownership in Portree.

Outdoor Activities Group Consider
Options for Woodland Development
Members: Chris James, Mo Taylor, Sharon Fenlon.
The trust has secured a ten-year lease on two plots of
land at Bayfield which enables them to push forward with
improvements to the land while working towards
ownership. The Bayfield group continue to maintain the
picnic area at the foreshore and together with the
Outdoor Activities Group have begun exploring ideas for
developing the triangular woodland space adjacent to
Tigh na Drochaid. PBCT would like to improve access to,
and enjoyment of, this space while retaining as much
woodland as possible. If you have skills in woodland
development or other relevant expertise that you would
like to lend to this project, please get in touch. Thanks to
Caroline Dear for providing some initial guidance and
inspiration for this project. The trust have applied to the
Coop Community Fund with the hope of being selected as
one of their chosen local charity projects. If successful
members can vote to support to the development of this
space with the potential of securing up to £20k.
Meanwhile the Outdoor Activities Group are continuing to
maintain the skate ramps at the red pitch. £2140 per year
is required to keep this facility insured and the group
worked hard this year organising fundraising events to
meet this cost. If any individuals or local businesses have
ideas to help support the group in meeting this cost for
future years, please get in contact. This will help ensure
the facility continues to be available to young people in
our community.

Top Image: The approximate boundary of the land
the trust are looking to take into ownership
at the Lump.
Bottom Image: Boundaries of land currently
leased and maintained by the PBCT at Bayfield
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Discussions Between Certas
and Harbour Group Ongoing

Health Care Group Secure
Accommodation for NHS Staff

Group Members: Alexander MacDonald, Donnie Group Members: Ross Cowie, Myra Macleod, Neil
Nicolson, Calum Matheson, Peter Urquhart Alistair Campbell, Bill Edgar
Danter, Mairi Evans, Faye Macleod, Andrew Norman.
Project Officer Sophie Issacson provides organisational
The Portree Harbour group are continuing to work with support to the community members and local NHS staff
Certas Energy to identity alternative sites for the who are working to implement the Sir Lewis Ritchie Report
relocation of the oil depot from the pier head. At the on health care across North Skye. Meetings are ongoing
beginning of the year Certas’s Director of Corporate and have been scheduled 6-weekly until May 2020.
Affairs – and the groups primary contact - moved Minutes
will
be
available
going
forward
at
positions within the company which caused some delays www.ritchiereport.net/.
in communication. However, a new director is now in Sophie also provides communications support to voluntary
place and is committed to working with the group to take groups such as the Friends of Portree Hospital, with a view
the project forward. A senior member of the Highland to strengthening the local network of people who are
Council planning team has also been liaising with Certas striving for improved services. Recently Sophie has been
to help the company identify and assess alternative sites busy attending various community events such as the
and Certas are now looking to progress their own internal Dunvegan Show and the Portree Agricultural Show.
assessment on these proposed sites.
“As we come into the Autumn season, we are continuing to
In the meantime, the group have been receiving engage with the communities of North Skye and work
guidance from various agencies and organisations on alongside NHS Highland, NHS24, and Scottish Ambulance
how to secure funding for a master-plan - a document Service (SAS) to help shape the future of health care for
which other community-led harbour groups and our area. We plan to carry out an options appraisal community development professionals stress is key to formally consulting with communities across North Skye
securing funding for future,large-scale capital works.
and collating views on proposed improvements - enabling
Importantly a master-plan would also ensure that plans us to prioritise developments and shape future services
for infrastructure improvements in the town are cohesive from an informed position. Urgent Care is now open in
and supported by the community. Securing funding for Portree 24/7, 6 beds are currently available and we are
feasibility work in the current climate is challenging hopeful that Glamaig ward and the additional 6 beds in
however. The Harbour Group is adamant that Portree Portree Hospital will be open soon when staffing
should be a top investment priority for Scotland and that challenges are overcome. There has been a commitment
improving access to the harbour will unlock significant from the Scottish Ambulance Service that 6 new recruits
benefit for Portee, for Skye and for the wider West will be in place in Portree and SAS are working towards
Highlands and Islands. The group remain positive that if providing staff on shift 24/7 from the end of November.
they knock on enough doors for support for this project,
one will eventually open.
In addition, Raasay has appointed four new nurse positions to provide 24/7
Right Image: Harbour Group Chair
cover, NHS24 are working with the Urgent Care team to improve and promote
Sandy MacDonald updating Willie
their service in Portree and community members have been successful in finding
Rennie, Leader of the Scottish
accomodation for NHS staff through the creation of a database of local
Liberal Democrats, on aspirations
accommodation providers. With Mairi Macdonald, the new chair, at the helm of
for Portree harbour.
SOSNHS and the dedicated community leads team in place, we are feeling
positive about the future of health care in the area. Going forward we will
Left Image: Project Officer Sophie
continue to produce our Community Health Care Services newsletter in digital
Isaacson and Health Care Group
and poster form. If you'd like to see past or current copies please go
Chair Ross Cowie visiting Portree
to www.portreeandbraes.org/news . Please don't hesitate to get in touch if you
Hospital to speak with staff about
have any questions or suggestions, sophie@portreeandbraes.org.”
current challenges.
Sophie Isaacson, Project Officer.

Paths & Signs Group Clean Up
Members: Ross Cowie, Shona Cameron, Sue Reeves, Bill
Edgar, Irene Deplano, Janice McGuire
A monthly Clean Up Club has been established to bring
residents of all ages together to help maintain and improve the
most neglected outdoor spaces across Portree and Braes. To
date four sessions have been attended by over 40 people. So
far the club have weeded the paved areas outside of Portree
Community Centre and Nursery, cleared litter at Bayfield and
the Harbour and provided grounds maintenance at The Lump.
Funds raised from Ross’s Ramble - the trust’s 2018 sponsored
walk - have provided tools and other essential kit for the club.
Dates are set for next sessions (below) All ages welcome.
Please get in touch if you would like to come along. Donations
of tools and other gardening / cleaning equipment are welcome.
Thanks to Matt at Ace Target Sports for his donation of litter
picking equipment.
In addition to the clean up club a group member has begun
designing a leaflet which will encourage visitors to discover
more of Portree and Braes and to explore the area
responsibility. Other trusts have had success with similar
publications and the PBCT hope to complete their leaflet in
2020. An application is also in progress to install an additional 4
advertising boards in the car park at the greens. If approved
this will allow the trust to generate much needed income through
advertising, provide a space in the centre of the village to share
community information and allow the trust to deliver a
community art project whereby local groups would have the
opportunity to work in collaboration with artists to create and
display work.

Top Image: Clean Up Club volunteers after
weeding the area outside Portree Nursery.

Bottom Image: Clean Up Club volunteers during a
successful session clearing the entrance to The Lump.

Sat 2nd Nov from noon - Playpark by King
George V
Sat 30th Nov from noon- event set up for
Reindeer parade (Somerled Square)
Sunday 31st from noon - post event clean up
Image: Clean Up Saturday
Club volunteers
after a from noon - Basketball
7th December
successful weeding session
outside
Portree
Nursery.
court near Storr Place.

Trust Attend Climate Action
Meeting

New Water Bowser for Village
Thanks to those who generously donated to the 2018
sponsored walk, Ross’s Ramble, the trust has been able to
purchase a water bowser for Portree and Braes. This
equipment will support the village officer to maintain the
planters in and around the village and keep the area looking
it’s best throughout the year.

On Tuesday the 3rd of November, trustee Janice
MacHugh (Braes) and Development Officer, Fiona
Thomson attended the Climate Change Emergency
meeting at Tigh Na Sgire. This was led by a group of
individuals from South Skye looking to encourage
positive action across the island in regard to climate
change.
As a result of the meeting individual action groups
were established to focus on addressing specific
issues across the island, including, for example,
encouraging greener transport options, developing
commercial and community composting opportunities
and working together to lobby businesses and
government.

Light Up Portree Fund Reaches
£14,000

Image: Light Up Portree Group members selling raffle
tickets at the Coop in Portree.

Group Members: Lorna Cormack, Joey Graham, Ann
Brandie, Paul Spence, Jen Pearson, Vasille Siritanu, Suzy
Marty-Mackillop, Donnie Nicolson, Fay Thomson, John
Gordon, Myra Macleod, Anne-marie Campell, Sandra
Milne
The Community Events group, who are behind the Light Up
Portree fundraising campaign, have to date raised over
£14,000 for festive lights and celebrations in 2019. This
success has only been possible through the generosity of
individuals and businesses who have supported the campaign
since it’s inception at the beginning of 2019. In lieu of
providing lights this year, the Highland Council contributed
£5000 to the fundraising total which will, with the support of
the events group, achieve good value for money. Some of
the existing damaged lights have already been replaced and a
tree, which will be used for many years to come, has been
purchased. Santa and his group of reindeer – provided by
Cairngorms Reindeers, the UK’s only wild reindeer herd –
have been booked to arrive on Saturday the 30th of
November (time tbc) for an official celebratory lights switch on
event where there will be family-fun activities and festive food
and drink. Support will also continue to be provided to the
highland hospice through Light Up a Life. Hope to see you
there!

Stakeholders Meet to Discuss
Governance of Community Centre
On the 29th of August the trust was invited to a meeting
with the Highland Council, HIE and the Portree Community
Centre Committee (PCCC) to continue to discuss the
maintenance of the building, the future of the centre and the
governance of the PCCC. It was agreed that the PCCA
would need to confirm its governance structure and status if
it is to be the community lead for this project. The PCCA
members will report back with confirmation of the date of
the last AGM, the names of current office bearers and
trustees and confirm which members wish to be involved
going forward. From there a plan will be devised alongside
stakeholders.

Aspirations for Portree Shed
Trustee Roddie MacHugh, Braes, is interested in
hearing from anyone who would like to help establish a
Men’s Shed in Portree. Please contact Roddie via the
trust. Discussions have begun with Broadford Men’s
Shed in anticipation that learning can be shared and
the two organisations can support each other going
forward.

AGM 6th November
This year the trusts AGM is scheduled for Wednesday
6th of November at Portree High School from 7pm.
This AGM is important as the trust will be inviting
members to vote on updating the constitution so that
the trust can - through the Community Right to Buy
scheme - apply to register an interest in land and have
the opportunity to buy that land when it comes up for
sale. To be eligible for this scheme all members must
be registered on the electoral role. Please join us for
what will hopefully be an informative evening and a
chance to find out more about getting involved in trust
projects and activities.

YOUR
ADVERT
HERE

YOUR
ADVERT
HERE

Cleaner Wanted for Immediate Start
Community Owned Toilet Facility, Portree Pier, IV51
9DE
February-December. Portacabin with 2 x WCs requiring (on
average) one clean per day. £10 flat fee per clean. Flexible
hours - would suit job share. Self employed basis. Contact
Fiona Thomson: fiona@portreeandbraes.org / 07570652953
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Thank you for reading. If you are interested in supporting the trust to produce this newsletter we
have advertising opportunities available. Please get in touch: Fiona Thomson, Development Officer,
fiona@portreeandbraes.org / 07570652953 / Office 5, Jans, 6 Broom Place, Portree, IV51 9HL

